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Synopsis

To remain relevant and in demand in todaya ™s visually driven world, image makers must learn to
craft both still photographs and motion in order to attract clients. While there are many similarities
between photography and cinematography, there are key aspects of shooting motiona ssuch as
sound and camera movement, to name just twoa «that are uncharted territory for most
photographers. In Filmmaking Essentials for Photographers: The Fundamental Principles of

A

Transitioning from Stills to Motion, Emmy Awarda “winning photographer and filmmaker Eduardo
Angel helps you begin your journey to becoming as capable and confident with creating works of
motion as you are with photographing still images.Filmmaking Essentials for Photographers covers
a wide range of tools, techniques, resources, and tips that offer practical input on how to transition
to motion. This is not an in-depth book on editing, directing, or even lighting. Instead, the goal of this
book is to cover the fundamental aspects of filmmaking from a straightforward nuts-and-bolts
perspective. You will learn all about:a ¢ How to switch to a & cefiimmakera ™s brainé : engage with
a crew, understand the directord ™s and director of photographya ™s roles, and work with a script,
shot lists, and storyboardséa ¢ The basics of composition for motion: framing continuous shots,
establishing a scene, and creating perspective and movementa ¢ The role of lighting, including how
it is used to tell a story and how it directs the viewera ™s attentiona ¢ The crucial part that sound
plays in motion, including music and soundscapesa ¢ How to use the right gear for the job: from
cameras and lighting gear to microphones, rigs, and key accessoriesa ¢ The art and craft of editing:
the post-production workflow, how to organize your assets, and how to deconstruct the editing
processa ¢ Color theory and how you can use it to enhance the story you are tellinga ¢ How to do
more with lessa *no matter the budgetincreasingly, opportunities come to those who can create
content for clients that need both stills and motion. To that end, the final chapter of the book covers
those business opportunities that will open up to you with your newfound skills in motion: from
multimedia projects, educational content, and interviews, to independent short films, stock video

footage, and commercials.
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Customer Reviews

Eduardo Angel is an Emmy Awarda “winning visual storyteller, technology consultant, and educator
based in Brooklyn, New York. Holding an MFA from the Savannah College of Art and Design and a
Bachelor of Architecture from Los Andes University, he teaches at The School of Visual Arts and the
International Center of Photography, and currently mentors the photography program at the
Savannah College of Art and Design. HeA is also a member of Tenbaa ™s Visual Artists and
X-Ritea ™s Coloratti programs, has worked as an Adobe official beta tester for Lightroom and
Premiere Pro, and is the author of popular filmmaking courses on Lynda.com. EduardoA is also a
cofounder of the production company The Digital Distillery, a multidisciplinary team of filmmakers,
architects, poets, web developers, composers, editors and marketing experts collaborating to

transform ideas and products into visual stories.

With so many DSLRA¢A A™s, mirrorless cameras and mobile phones featuring the ability to record
videos, creating moving pictures tempts many photographers.Eduardo AngelA¢A A™s little book
starts by explaining the similarities and differences between still and motion photography. He talks
about the organization of a film crew, framing, camera movement, lighting and sound. There is a
brief look at resolution and recorders, and then Angel discusses interviews, post production, color
theory and even distribution.Perhaps it is because IA¢A A™ve read so much about creating motion
pictures, but most of what Angel says seems superficial and of little practical value when it comes to
actually capturing video. For example, in the chapter on sound, he tells the reader that sound,
including music, is important, and that one can license music for oneA¢A A™s videos. There is little
mention of how to design or select appropriate music for your motion picture.Given the title it seems
that this book might be ideal for the still photographer making an early foray into video. Such a
photographer will be looking for more than just general comments or principles. The photographer

will be interested in technique to capture that early video. He or she will be quite disappointed.At the



other end of the scale the discussion of distribution talks about entering film festivals, but nothing
about posting oneA¢A A™s work to YouTube or Vimeo. Most beginning motion picture creators will
be a long way from film festivals.Even when Angel gets more specific he is too general. He tells the
videographer to use a fluid head on a tripod, but never gives a detailed explanation of how such a
head works, or how to use it more effectively than, say, a ball-head.The book is illustrated with lots
of photographs. Unfortunately most of the photographs, like those of the author sitting in a chair, do
little to give any more insight than is already provided by the text.The one lesson that you may take
away is that shooting motion pictures requires a crew of people. That can only discourage lone-wolf
videographers.Just capturing a video clip is different from taking a still photograph. Putting clips
together to make something other people will enjoy watching is a far more complex task. This book
may teach you a few buzzwords, but it wonA¢A A™t make it any easier to take a video clip or
assemble several into something worthwhile.Note: The publisher provided me with a review copy of

this book at no charge.

Mostly | have worked with still photography and have some background in news photography and
photography instruction. But | also have been involved in a few video and movie projects. So | find
Eduardo Angel’'s book helpful and instructive as | prepare to gear up for more video and movie work
soon. His book is about much more than learning how to use the Z-Axis, remembering the
difference between subjective and objective shots, and not breaking "the fourth wall" (unless the
script calls for it).As a still photographer, you nearly always must work to keep your camera as still
as possible. In filmmaking, the opposite is true, Angel emphasizes. "The medium is defined by
motion--the action within the frame, but also of the frame itself. It is difficult to find a contemporary
Hollywood film that does not use a lot of camera movement. Because of this, most people expect to
see movement when they watch anything on a screen...."As a new filmmaker, you will deal with
many issues that likely have never come up while you have been doing still photography. For
example, Angel emphasizes that it will be much harder than you think to get good-quality lighting
and sound for your movie or documentary project, especially while shooting it yourself--and he gives
some essential and helpful tips. For many projects, you may need at least a small production team
to help you get the job done. You will need to manage that team, feed them, pay them--and
understand who is supposed to do what. You will need story boards, scouted locations,
preproduction meetings and production meetings, among other things. If you plan to shoot
interviews for a documentary or other project, you will need to know some basic on-camera

interview techniques outlined in Angel's book. And if your project calls for travel, pay close attention



to Angel’s good tips for packing and lugging gear and getting there with the right cables, cords, and
voltage adapters.As a still photographer, you may not prepared for--nor equipped for--the amount of
computing power and digital storage space that efficient filmmaking can require. And you may be
surprised at how much time that can be consumed just getting your work into storage and then
edited. And the editing software may range from free to thousands of dollars, Angel points out.As
the subtitle indicates, this is a "fundamental principles" book intended to help still photographers
make the not-so-simple transition from still photography to moving pictures. So it doesn’t go into
great depth about any particular topic. But it does raise and cover a wide range of topics that may
affect you, whether you want to be a one-person documentary shooter or (eventually) the director of
photography on a movie or TV project. It is a useful and informative starting point. But expect it to be
just one of several books you likely will need as you gain knowledge, focus, experience and

ambition as a filmmaker.My thanks to Rocky Nook Inc., for providing an advance reading copy.
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